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GUESTS, IT’S GREAT TO HAVE YOU!
Please stop by the Information Center in the foyer for a small 
gift. You might have noticed the four blue flags on the way into 
church today: WELCOME, REVERENT WORSHIP, TIMELESS 
HYMNS, and BIBLE PREACHING. Here’s what to expect at 
Calvary Baptist Church:

WORSHIP
Each Sunday, we have a special time to literally bow our 
knees in worship. Worship can include praise, prayer, 
and giving, but in Scripture, the word worship most 
often means bowing. Recognizing God for all His worth 
produces in the true worshiper a response that cannot be 
physically expressed any better than by bowing.

First    Half
US TO GOD

Hello!



REVERENCE
Our services might feel formal, but what else in life 
provides a sense of reverence and awe, if not God? It takes 
no effort to move toward casual, but we believe a holy God 
deserves a distraction-free environment. We encourage 
people to silence phones, remain seated through 
the preaching, and utilize the nursery, cry room, or 
children’s classes. 

HYMNS
As out-of-place as a hymn might feel these days… that’s 
intentional. If we are to worship God in spirit and in truth, 
we believe the hymns that have endured many generations 
and musical style changes are the best tools to represent 
our timeless God. Today, let’s think great thoughts 
about God through these hymns. 

SPECIALS
While we cherish the timeless hymns, we also love new 
music. We don’t have “performers” or a “stage” because we 
are not the audience. God is. As such, the musician 
is like the congregation’s “mouthpiece” as we  corporately 
worship God.  It’s not bad to clap after a special (clapping 
is biblical!), but to avoid an entertainment mentality and 
focus on the message of the song, usually the congregation 
just says, “Amen!”

EXCELLENCE
Nothing should be thrown together for an almighty God, 
so we work to glorify God with our best. We have 
plenty of room for improvement, but that’s just it… we 
want to keep improving! We try to give as much attention 
to our ministry as any local, volunteer organization gives 
to its hobbies, and we ask all our volunteers to do their 
service as unto the Lord. 



PREACHING
The central focus of our sanctuary is a big, wooden 
pulpit. Each service, we go line-by-line through 
the Scriptures, explaining the context to know 
what God said and what He’s saying still to us. We 
encourage our members to bring their Bibles, and 
we all use the King James Version so we’re on the 
same page.

INVITATION
At the close of each service, we usually stand and 
sing a prayerful song and reflect on the message 
from God. Some will pray in their seat, some might 
go forward to pray alone, while others might speak 
to a church worker about spiritual needs. The 
invitation is our time to ask God how He 
wants you to live in the new truths you have just 
heard.

Second    Half
GOD TO US



This is a true story. Read to the end...

“WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO?”

“The lab results are in… you’re pregnant.” 

16-year old Jennifer hangs up the school 
phone and stares at her boyfriend, Mark. 

“What are we going to do?” 

She’s the good girl. It had been only one time—one 
moment of passion eleven weeks earlier.

She calls another clinic. “Yes, I’d like to schedule an abortion for next 
Tuesday…”

Jennifer and Mark would skip school together, drive Mark’s car to the 
abortion clinic, and no one would ever have to know. 

Tuesday. 

Jennifer waits for Mark, but he never shows up. 

Meanwhile, at home, Mark’s mom holds up a paper and asks, “What is 
this?!” 

The color drains from his face. The note! How did it fall out of my book?

He sees his girlfriend’s writing and knows the secret is out. 

“I… It’s…” he stammers. 

“Is Jennifer pregnant?”

“SHE’LL GET AN ABORTION, AND THAT WILL BE IT”

That evening, Mark and Jennifer met with both sets of parents, and Mark’s 
dad was upset, “She’ll get an abortion, and that will be it!” All night, he 
insisted that abortion was the only reasonable solution to their problem. 

However, the next day, Jennifer’s parents took her to see their pastor, who 
explained Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee.” 

Jennifer felt an overwhelming sense that to have an abortion would be to 
murder her baby, and the decision was ultimately in her hands.

A STORY FROM
PASTOR RYAN



She couldn’t go through with it. With two days left to decide, Jennifer 
refused. 

PREPARING FOR ADOPTION 

Instead of entering her senior year of high school, Jennifer attended classes 
for unwed mothers. She watched her older sister and older friends go off 
to college and wondered what her life would have been if she had made 
different choices. She watched families with both a husband and a wife, 
and knew her baby needed a dad. Since she and Mark never intended 
on getting married, Jennifer felt like the best life for the baby would be 
adoption. 

The counselors coached her through the emotions as best as they could, 
“Jennifer, it will be natural for you to yearn for your child. Many new moms 
change their mind at the last second, once they hold their baby. This will 
be the toughest part.” 

As the baby grew inside her, Jennifer forced herself to think, “I’m so excited 
for the adoptive parents.” 

AMBER

On a crisp November day, Jennifer gave birth to a precious baby girl. 
Although Jennifer might never see her again, she called the baby “Amber.”

Amber was cleaned up and shuttled to the nursery to await her adoptive 
parents. When Mark came to the hospital to sign the adoption papers, 
Mark and Jennifer ended up in the nursery, where Mark picked up his 
baby girl. The reality of the moment hit home, and he turned his back on 
Jennifer and began to sob. A closed adoption meant the records would be 
sealed from him until the baby turned eighteen, and it was a lot to take in.

For Jennifer, this moment was goodbye. She had made her peace, and as a 
parting gift, she tucked a Precious Moments Bible and an outfit in the crib 
for Amber’s new family. 

JUNE, JOHN, & PATRICIA

Two weeks before Amber’s birth, June Presnell, a certified social worker 
and Christian counselor, met the potential adoptive family: John and 
Patricia. John was a young pastor of a growing church on the north side 
of Indianapolis, and he and Patricia had one daughter naturally. After 4 
years of seeking God for another baby, their adoption paperwork was now 
in the final waiting period. They knew the possibilities of birth mothers 



changing their minds at the last second, and although they tried not to get 
their hopes too high, they prayed earnestly for God to allow this adoption 
to go through. 

It did. 

June met John and Patricia at the hospital and watched them take their 
baby girl home. They raised little “Amber” with a sister (just like Jennifer 
wanted), with a mom and dad, with a church family, and with the Lord. 

A MIRACULOUS MEETING 

Behind the scenes, God was working a miracle in this closed adoption. 

As it happened, June Presnell, the social worker on the adoption case, 
was in a Bible Study Fellowship group with Jennifer’s mom. After hearing 
that June had completed a counseling certification at the Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, Jennifer’s mother asked if June would counsel with her pregnant 
teenage daughter. As time went on, their families became more acquainted, 
even serving on staff together at the same church. 

Years later, June bumped into John and Patricia at a college graduation 
ceremony where John was teaching and June’s niece was attending. They 
caught up on old times, and the conversation naturally came around to 
“Amber,” who was nearing 18 years old when the adoption documents 
would be unsealed. 

“Amber” had always known she was adopted, and her parents always said 
that she was “God’s special gift” to their family. She never knew anything 
else, and was secure in her relationship with her parents. 

But she was curious—not unsettled, but curious—to know her birth family. 
She wondered about their story, and how they had the courage to put her 
up for adoption instead of taking the more common route of abortion. 

June was that link between the birth family and the adoptive family. As 
“Amber’s” 18th birthday drew nearer, John asked June if she could set up 
a meeting with the birth family. Jennifer happened to live on the other side 
of town, not thirty minutes from where “Amber” grew up. 

Four days after “Amber’s” 18th birthday, the two families met for the first 
time. As soon as “Amber” walked through the door, Jennifer could see the 
perfect likeness of Mark, especially when “Amber” smiled and said: 

“Hi. My name is Jamie.” 

CATCHING UP

The rest of the day they wept, and talked, and laughed, and caught up on 



18 years of life. Jamie learned about Mark, who now lived on the east coast, 
and about Jennifer marrying a godly man and having three more girls—
three younger sisters she never knew she had (with a fourth sister coming 
later!)

She learned that Jennifer never forgot her birthday, celebrating each year 
by enjoying a brownie hot fudge sundae with her family. Every time they 
passed a little girl that could have been “Amber’s” age, they wondered if it 
could have been her. Living so close, it was possible!

And Jennifer was curious about her “Amber” (or, Jamie,) too. Jamie was a 
standout student—just like her birth parents—and a godly young lady. She 
smiled like Mark, was a planner like Jennifer (and even sneezed like her!), 
and instantly connected with her birth family in ways she never before 
knew was possible. 

Six months after their meeting, Jamie graduated high school, then went to 
Bible college in Oklahoma City, where she met Ryan, a pastor’s son from 
California. They eventually married and now live in California, where Ryan 
is the pastor of the church his dad started—the Calvary Baptist Church of 
Temecula. 

“And they lived happily ever after.” 

When God is involved, fairy tale endings are possible. 

NOTE: Sometimes all the names get confusing. In a nutshell, Mark and 
Jennifer had baby Amber. June Presnell counseled Jennifer and stayed 
in contact with her mom, AND June stayed in contact with the adoptive 
parents: John and Patricia. When the adoption records were unsealed, 
June set up a meeting between Amber (John, Patricia), and Jennifer, 
along with Jennifer’s family (not Mark.) 

The names of many of the characters were changed, as was some of the 
dialog (not direct quotations,) but the circumstances were true according 
to firsthand accounts and news reports from the time. This story is a part of 
a broader project to provide a personal account of the benefits of adoption 
and a Christian’s perspective on abortion. I wanted to leave the story as 
a surprise for Jamie’s family—guests in our services today—but once they 
read it, we will edit the details to ensure accuracy. For a newspaper report 
from the time, visit cbctemecula.com/adoption-news 

I’m so happy to have “Jennifer” (actually, Shelly Fain) in church today, 
as well as her huband, Jim Fain, a pastor and Christian counselor in 
Greenwood, IN; and her parents, Jim and Marlene Clark. 



CHOIR:  “I’ve Got a Mansion”

WELCOME  Pastor Ryan Rench 

HYMN 63  “Glory to His Name” 
Elisha Hoffman grew up in a Godly home with parents who led their 
children in worship both morning and evening. Through their loving 
leadership, he developed a love of music and began writing songs at the 
age of 18. He wrote the lyrics to this song after reading about Christ’s 
crucifixion on the Cross. As he thought of the sacrifice of Christ, his 
response poured forth from a heart of praise and a desire to bring glory 
to His Name.

HYMN 26   “Come Thou Fount”
Robert Robinson heard the powerful preaching of Evangelist George 
Whitfield, and could not forget the words he spoke: “Oh, my hearers! the 
wrath to come! The wrath to come!” Robert received Christ as his Savior 
and became a preacher. He wrote this song for one of his sermons. Years 
later, he struggled with discouragement. On a journey in a stagecoach 

WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
GUIDE

WORSHIP NOTES
The most meaningful worship experience will be like the one Jesus described: spiritual 
and truth-rich (see John 4:23-24). In other words, meaningful and deep. This worship 
guide is our attempt to:

1. Connect each aspect of this assembly to something eternally meaningful
2. Focus our minds on the truth of God’s revealed Word

Every time we worship in spirit and in truth, the emotions naturally follow. We’ll not lead with 
emotions. You won’t find a lot of hype (no flashing lights or “This is going to be the BEST service 
ever!”), and our music arrangements might be missing that big bridge and exciting drop, but 
even that is on purpose. 

Today, focus on the content. Watch what God does in your heart when you think 
great thoughts about Him. Feel your heart swell with joy when you meditate on creation, or 
the cross, or Jesus’ love for you. 

When we come to “GIVE unto the Lord the glory due unto his name” (Psalm 
29:2), WE are invariably blessed. 



one day, a fellow passenger began singing this song as a way to pass the time. 
She then asked him what he thought of the song. He replied “I would give a 
thousand worlds, if I had them, if I could feel now as I felt then.” Although he 
fought discouragement, his words still hold power and the key to overcoming 
discouragement--singing with “songs of loudest praise.”

CHOIR SPECIAL:  “Wondrous Love, Wondrous Cross”

HYMN 805  “Because He Lives”
Bill and Gloria Gaither met when they both worked as high school teachers 
at a school in Alexandria, Indiana. They married and soon became a powerful 
husband-and-wife songwriting team. One New Year’s Eve, Gloria sat in their 
living room, overcome by fear for the future. She was expecting their third 
child, her husband had mono, and the country was rife with unrest, drug 
abuse, and racial tensions. Suddenly, God gave her a calming peace—and the 
faith to rest in Him no matter the future. This song relates how she was able 
to find rest in the truth that because “He holds the future. . . life is worth the 
living, just because He lives.”

OFFERING  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  
1 Chronicles 29:9   1 Chronicles 29:9   Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, 
because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and David the because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and David the 
king also rejoiced with great joy.king also rejoiced with great joy.

Worship God through giving out of gratitude to God:

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be

Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside



WORSHIP
The most natural form of worship in Scripture is bowing, so we want to take a The most natural form of worship in Scripture is bowing, so we want to take a 
few minutes to show reverence to God through our posture.few minutes to show reverence to God through our posture.

Matthew 15:9  Matthew 15:9  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.commandments of men.

“Worship Never Cultivates Passivity.” The beautiful part of worship is that it 
prepares you and enables you to zero in on the important things that must be 
done for God. Listen to me! Practically every great deed done in the church of 
Christ all the way back to the apostle Paul was done by people blazing with the 
radiant worship of their God. A survey of church history will prove that it was 
those who were the yearning worshipers who also became the great workers. 
Those great saints whose hymns we so tenderly sing were active in their faith 
to the point that we must wonder how they ever did it. The great hospitals have 
grown out of the hearts of worshiping men. The mental institutions grew out 
of the hearts of worshiping and compassionate men and women. We should 
say, too, that wherever the church has come out of her lethargy, rising from her 
sleep and into the tides of revival and spiritual renewal, always the worshipers 
were back of it. (Whatever Happened to Worship?, pp. 18-19)11

SPECIAL MUSIC  Ladies Triouchneruchneraldanaaldana

SERMON  Pastor Ryan Rench
“It Starts and Ends With the Gospel” An introduction to our new series through 
First Corinthians: BE WHAT YOU ARE: A Gospel-Changed Family

1 Corinthians 1

1   P. 14-15, Worship and Entertainment, by A. W.  Tozer



BOOKS
For an in-depth study from a Baptist perspective, 
I recommend the book Corinthian Epistles by 
missionary David Cloud, available at wayoflife.org. 
Although I read broadly and am happy to share 
my own book list for this series, I’ve found that 
it’s often easier to share one summarizing book 
without a lot of caveats rather than many books 
that might sow confusion. 

I’m not afraid of differing positions, though. In 
fact, I think they strengthen our own positions 
when we honestly think about why we hold to 
our positions. In preparation for any new series, 
I purchase the highest-rated books and read every 
bit of background information that I can. For this 
series, I read every word of at least the top three 
commentaries, as well as other survey books. Yet, 
even Paul told Timothy not to be so open-minded 
that he allows error to influence his thinking. 

CORINTH
Corinth was a city in Greece, although, at the time 
of the writing of this letter from Paul (around 55 
AD,) it was a Roman metropolis, built up by Julius 
Caesar in 44 BC. 

Corinth was located on an isthmus, and 600 
years earlier, residents built a 5-mile paved road 
connecting the two seas, thus controlling the 
north-south trade route and profiting off its taxes. 
The road was 20 feet wide with grooves five feet 
apart to transport goods (including Spartan 
warships, and even 100 ft. long Roman warships!).

The city was like Las Vegas and New York City 
combined. It had temples to practically every 

known god, the main temple highlighting the 
goddess of love—the Greek Aphrodite or the 
Roman Venus. 1,000 temple prostitutes worked 
in the name of worship, and travelers, workmen, 
retired soldiers, and the like flooded her doors. 

The architecture was bold and fresh, and the 
philosophers of the day were looking constantly 
for some new thing. Public speeches were like 
entertainment, and speakers who could attract a 
crowd could collect great fees for their speeches. 
The city was known for its pottery, coinage, navy, 
and the Ishmian games, held biennially in Corinth 
on a rotation with three other cities.

The city was rich and needed nothing. They had 
a spirit of self-sufficiency, and the people were 
hungry for power and status, accumulated through 
goods, or followers, or political power. 

It was this worldly mindset that had crept into the 
church, which occasioned the writing of this letter.

 

PAUL
Paul had spent 18 months in Corinth and had 
established the church while living with Aquila 
and Prisca (See Acts 18 for the setting.) He 
received word from friends and a letter from the 
church which concerned him, so he wrote this first 
letter to the church as a way to correct some of 
their carnal views. 

CARNALITY 
They had allowed Corinth to influence them 
in petty in-fighting, a devaluation of the body, 
fornication, pride, an overemphasis on spiritual 

ADDITIONAL SERMON NOTES — 1 CORINTHIANS 
Each service—morning and evening—we continue verse-by-verse through the book of 1 Corinthians. This 
bulletin is a great tool for an at-home Bible study as you review the sermon notes throughout the week. 



liberty, drunkenness, idolatry, false teaching, suing 
one another, and much more. 

Paul constantly called them back to the basics—
to the root that would fix their problem with an 
addiction to sin... the Gospel. He highlights Jesus 
Christ to bring them to the place where they realize 
who they are in Him, and change both their minds 
and their lives to line up with God’s will for them.

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given 
to us of God.

1 Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom 
among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom 
of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that 
come to naught:

1 Corinthians 1:20 Where is the wise? where is the 
scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath 
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

1 Corinthians 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh 
the wise in their own craftiness.

1 Corinthians 15:33-34 Be not deceived: evil 
communications cor-rupt good manners. Awake 
to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not 
the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.

1 Corinthians 5:9-11 I wrote unto you in an 
epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not 
altogether the fornicators of this world, or with the 
covetous, or extor-tioners, or with idolaters; for 
then must ye needs go out of the world. But now 
I have written unto you not to keep company, if 
any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, 
or an extortioner; with such a one no not to eat.

VERSE 1
CALLED TO BE AN APOSTLE – a “sent one,” 
or an ambassador for someone greater. 

John 13:16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that 
is sent greater than he that sent him. 

Jesus 

Hebrews 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers 
of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and do testify that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the 
world.

The 12

Luke 6:13-16 And when it was day, he called unto 
him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, 

whom also he named apostles; Simon, (whom he 
also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James 
and John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and 
Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
called Zelotes, And Judas the brother of James, 
and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.  
Also see Acts 1:15–26.

2 Corinthians 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle 
were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, 
and wonders, and mighty deeds.

Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office:

Messengers

Philippians 2:25 Yet I supposed it necessary 
to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and 
companion in labor, and fellow soldier, but your 
messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.

2 Corinthians 8:23 Whether any do inquire 
of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper 
concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, 
they are the messengers of the churches, and the 
glory of Christ.

It’s a calling of God like the Old Testament 
prophets:

1 Corinthians 9:15-18 But I have used none of 
these things: neither have I written these things, 
that it should be so done unto me: for it were better 
for me to die, than that any man should make my 
glorying void. For though I preach the gospel, I 
have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 
me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! 
For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but 
if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is 
committed unto me. What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make 
the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse 
not my power in the gospel.

Acts 26:14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, 
I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the 
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

Galatians 1:15 But when it pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother’s womb, and called 
me by his grace,

Jeremiah 1:4-10 Then the word of the LORD 
came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out 
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee 
a prophet unto the nations. Then said I, Ah, Lord 
GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But 
the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: 
for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and 
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 



Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then the LORD put 
forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the 
LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words 
in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the 
nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to 
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to 
build, and to plant.

Jeremiah 20:7-9 O LORD, thou hast deceived me, 
and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and 
hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one 
mocketh me. For since I spoke, I cried out, I cried 
violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD 
was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, 
daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, 
nor speak any more in his name. But his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my 
bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I 
could not stay.

JESUS CHRIST – repeated in almost every 
single verse of the opening and thanksgiving 
section (1–9), as well as in the opening verse of 
the body (v10).

SOSTHENES — although a common name, no 
good reason not to believe it is the same man of 
Acts 18:17 who was persecuted.

Acts 18:17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the 
chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before 
the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of 
those things.

He is known to the church and is the co-sender of 
the letter, a rare inclusion in ancient Roman letters, 
but common to Paul to include fellow-helpers. 

Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timothy, the servants of 
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which 
are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

Colossians 1:1-2 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the 
saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at 
Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and 
Timothy, unto the church of the Thessalonians 
which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and 
Timothy, unto the church of the Thessalonians in 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Philemon 1:1-2 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, 
and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our 
dearly beloved, and fellow laborer, And to our 

beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in thy house:

For Sosthenes to have been converted shows 
the remarkable power of the Gospel to change 
anyone—even those in high power. This is an 
emphasis of the book and highlighted in the 
opening words. 

OUR BROTHER 

Unity of family, used both of close friends and 
those who are saved but unknown to Paul. To 
harm a brother is to mar the image and temple 
of God, so loving our brothers and sisters is what 
Christians do.

Colossians 4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare 
unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 
minister and fellow servant in the Lord:

1 Corinthians 16:12 As touching our brother 
Apollos, I greatly de-sired him to come unto you 
with the brethren: but his will was not at all to 
come at this time; but he will come when he shall 
have convenient time.

Romans 16:23 Gaius mine host, and of the whole 
church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of 
the city saluteth you, and Quartus a broth-er.

1 Corinthians 8:11-12 And through thy knowledge 
shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ 
died? But when ye sin so against the breth-ren, 
and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against 
Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are.

1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.

Romans 8:14-17 For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have 
not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together.



VERSE 2
UNTO THE CHURCH OF GOD 

This is not man’s assembly, but God’s, so we are 
changed by the Gospel into the image of His Son. 

1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are laborers together 
with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s 
building.

SANCTIFIED – As in “hallow” or “holy.” Set apart 
for God’s possession and purpose. They were a 
regenerate congregation, but obviously carnal. 

Positional Sanctification. “By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). 

Practical Sanctification (growing in Christ.) “For 
this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that 
ye should abstain from fornication” (1 Th. 4:3).

CALLED TO BE SAINTS 

Saints are living believers, and the word is used 62 
times to refer to those called by the Gospel to call 
on his name. 

Colossians 1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 When he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe (because our testimony among you 
was believed) in that day.

Just as Joshua was called to “possess” the land of 
Canaan, but still had to conquer it, we are called as 
believers to a place of being called a saint (means 
“holy”), although we will not reach perfect holiness 
until heaven when we shed our flesh.

CALL UPON THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST 
OUR LORD

Joel 2:32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall 
be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall call.

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.

Acts 2:21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved

To call Christ “Lord” was to make yourself His 
servant, and was the sign and test of being a 
believer. It’s not a devotion to a mere idea of a god, 
as something vague, but as a devoted servant of the 
real and caring Father. 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called 
to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

1 Corinthians 7:22-23 For he that is called in 
the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: 
likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s 
servant. Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men.

Galatians 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or 
God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timothy, the servants of 
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which 
are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a 
servant of Christ, saluteth you, always laboring 
fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand 
perfect and complete in all the will of God.

2 Corinthians 4:5 For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus’ sake.

WITH ALL THAT IN EVERY PLACE...

This is our common unity with all believers, 
insofar as it is unity around truth. If there are false 
doctrines, we avoid them. 

v. 10 ...that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.

2 Corinthians 11:1-4 Would to God ye could bear 
with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with 
me. For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: 
for I have espoused you to one husband, that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But 
I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For 
if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom 
we have not preached, or if ye receive another 
spirit, which ye have not received, or another 
gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well 
bear with him.

2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction.

2 John 1:8-11 Look to yourselves, that we lose not 
those things which we have wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward. Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any 



unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him 
not into your house, neither bid him Godspeed: 
For he that biddeth him Godspeed is partaker of 
his evil deeds.

Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and offenses contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid 
them.

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

Truth is meant to be spread far and wide: 

Colossians 4:16 And when this epistle is read 
among you, cause that it be read also in the church 
of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the 
epistle from Laodicea.

1 Thessalonians 5:27 I charge you by the Lord that 
this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.

VERSES 3–4
Although Paul wished them grace and peace from 
God, and was thanful to God for them and their 
gifts, he never praised them directly in the same 
way that he praised other churches: 

Philippians 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel 
from the first day until now;

Colossians 1:4 Since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all 
the saints.

1 Thessalonians 1:3-8 Remembering without 
ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father; Knowing, brethren 
beloved, your election of God. For our gospel came 
not unto you in word only, but also in power, and 
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye 
know what manner of men we were among you 
for your sake. And ye became followers of us, and 
of the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: So that ye 
were examples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia. For from you sounded out the word of the 
Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also 
in every place your faith to God-ward is spread 
abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.

2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 We are bound to thank God 
always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that 
your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of 
every one of you all toward each other aboundeth; 
So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches 
of God for your patience and faith in all your 
persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

Philemon 1:5-7 Hearing of thy love and faith, 
which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and 
toward all saints; That the communication of thy 
faith may become effectual by the acknowledging 

of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 
For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, 
because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by 
thee, brother.

He mentions the Corinthians’ gifts, but not their 
love or work, like he does with others: 

Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and in 
all judgment;

Colossians 1:4 Since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all 
the saints.

Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

2 Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray 
always for you, that our God would count you 
worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good 
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith 
with power:

It’s as if there’s a foreshadowing in the thanksgiving 
section of the very weaknesses that Paul will be 
addressing. They need love over knowledge and 
speech: 

1 Corinthians 8:1-2 Now as touching things 
offered unto idols, we know that we all have 
knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity 
edifieth. And if any man think that he knoweth any 
thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.

1 Corinthians 13:2 And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I 
am nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 Charity never faileth: 
but whether there be prophecies, they shall 
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away. When I was 
a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I 
put away childish things. For now we see through 
a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know 
in part; but then shall I know even as also I am 
known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is charity.

1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all your things be done 
with charity.
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Summer Interns’ Last Sunday Today
What an absolute blessing the summer interns have been! During tonight’s eve-
ning service, we will have a chance to hear a testimony from Bro. Evan.

Christmas Play Read-through Today
All cast members for the upcoming Christmas play, please plan to stick around 
after the evening service for a read-through. See Rachel Bailey if you have any 
questions.

Ladies Bible Study Thursday, August 26
Ladies Bible Study will be starting again this week at 1:00 pm in the 3rd and 
4th grade classroom. Please see Debbie Gutierrez if you have any questions or if 
you’d like to purchase the study workbook. .

September Split Sessions Wednesdays, September 1 and 8
For 2 Wednesdays, the adult and teen men will meet in the sanctuary and the 
adult and teen ladies will meet in the youth room as we enjoy some time around 
God’s Word and in fellowship together. You won’t want to miss these special 
nights.

Sunday School Teacher and Helper Needed
We are in need of a teacher and helper for the 4 and 5 year old Sunday School 
class. Please see Bro. Matt Rowley if you’re interested in possibly helping in this 
area.

Missionary Ryan Case Sunday, September 5
Our missionary to Mexico, Bro. Ryan Case, will be with us in the evening service 
to give us an update. 
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